
 

The Dutch Natura 2000 network: benefits for society   

 

Practical examples 

Esther Moens, Public Affairs Advisor Natuurmonumenten, in collaboration with Lysanne 

Jackson & Patrick Nuvelstijn 



 Scope Study (1) 

Aim: 

• To increase awareness on the other benefits of nature next to protecting biodiversity 

 

• In order to support the case for protecting biodiversity with the Habitats & Birds 

directives (REFIT) and call for recognition of ecosystem services in decision-making 

 

• A first pilot study on the ecosystem services of the Dutch Natura 2000 network 

– synthesis of scientific and popular scientific knowledge  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Scope Study (2) 

 

• 8 Natura 2000 landscapes 

 

• Qualitive study & practical examples 

 

 



The 4 categories of ecosystem services > focus on 3 categories 

 

 

 

 

 





 North Sea, Wadden Sea and Delta > example the Wadden Sea 

The Dutch Wadden Sea:  

- Provisioning services: food, raw materials, transport  

- Regulating services: flood prevention, carbon storage, recycling 

nutrients, water purification, erosion prevention 

- Cultural services: esthetic and symbolic value, recreation & 

tourists, housing values, educational and scientific value  

 

- Total value > € 2.1 billion each year 

 

WWF (2004). Living Waters: conserving the source of life. The Economic Values of 

the World’s Wetlands. Obtained by www.wwf.panda.org 

 



River Area   

- Provisioning services: fresh water, drinking water, transport, raw materials 

- Consortium Grensmaas 

 

- Regulation services: water regulation, climate regulation, nutrient storage and recycling 

(nitrogen and phosphate), waterpurification 

- Nitrogen removal of floodplain: €374 per hectare/year, 0.5-2.6 kg N a day 

 

- Cultural services: esthetic and symbolic values, recreation, housing values and 

educational and scientific value 

 



River Area > example The Gelderse Poort 

- Nature development = economic development  

 

- Research in three municipalities 

- In 2004: 65.000 day recreation, in total 615.752 outdoor recreation 

- Increase in job opportunities, retail buisiness (€9 million), food industry (€11 million) 

- ‘Multiplier-effect’, increase in housing prices, benefits for health are very likely 

- Introduction red deers? 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Luttik, J., de Boer, T. , Goossen, M. & Bruinderink, G. G. (2006). Natuurontwikkeling en de regionale 

economie in de Gelderse Poort: wat voegt het edelhert nog toe? Alterra, onderdeel van Wageningen UR. 



Lakes & Marshes 

- Provisioning services: fish, drinking water, reed and transport 

- Vechtplassen: drinking water extraction and related reduced cost for waterpurification 

are estimated at 4 million euro  

 

- Regulating services: climate regulation- carbon storage, water regulation (discharge and 

recharge), nutrient recycling, improving water quality 

 

- Cultural services: recreational values > increase other sectors: housing prices 

(Vechtplassen 700 million), education, scientific value are known 

 

 

 

 

 

Bade, T. & van der Schroeff, O. (2007). Geld als water: over Europese richtlijnen, water en regionale 

economie. In opdracht van Natuurmonumenten. KenniscentrumTriple E, Arnhem.  



 



 Lakes & Marshes > example IJsselmeergebied > Marker Wadden 

 

 IJsselmeergebied > big open waters, the blue hart of the Netherlands 

- Provisioning: fish, drinking water, biomass, transport, mineral extraction (sand) 

- Regulating: flood prevention, water purification, water regulation, climate regulation 

- Cultural: esthetic and historical values, housing prices, (water) recreation - €115/day 

 

 

 

 

 

Hendriks, K., Braat, L.C.,  Deerenberg, C.M., van Egmond, P.M., Gaaff, A., van der Heide, C.M., Jongbloed, 

R.H.,  Klok, C. ,Leneman, H., Melman, T.C.P., Ruijs, A.J.W. & Tamis, J.E. (2014). TEEB voor gebieden; 

Hoofdstudie. Wageningen, Alterra Wageningen UR, Alterra-rapport 2489.  



Higher  Sandy Grounds > Forests > NP: The Hoge Veluwe 

- Provide a lot of ecosystem services 

- Provisioning services: food, wood and biomass.  

- Regulating services: climate regulation, purification of soil/water/air, carbon storage, 

erosion prevention, pollination, disease regulation and noise reduction 

- Cultural services: recreation experiences, €4.52 each forest visit, relation with 

housing prices, esthetic/cultural value, educational and scientific value 

 

- The Hoge Veluwe: services like wood, meat, drinking water, climate regulation, carbon 

storage, air purification and recreation > €10.8 million: €2000 per hectare each year 

 

 

Hein, L. (2011). Economic benefits generated by protected areas: the case of the Hoge Veluwe forest, the 

Netherlands. Ecology and Society, 16(2), 13. 



Take to the break messages 

 

- Nature protection is beneficial for society 

- Economic argumentation 

 

- Nature protection is necessary for the delivery of ecosystem services 

 

- Look for opportunities were nature can be a solutions for problems (climate change, 

building with nature) 

 

- We recommend to make ecosystem services part of management plans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Take to the break message: protecting nature = good for economy 



     Thank you for your attention, are there any questions? 


