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CONTRIBUTION  
OF GREEK HUNTING ASSOCIATIONS  

TO LAW ENFORCEMENT  
FOR THE WILDLIFE PROTECTION 



Aim of the study 

The objective of this 
speech is to present, 
evaluate and 
strengthen the 
contribution of game-
warden in wildlife 
protection.  

The presence of the 
Game-warden of 
Greek hunting 
organisations carries 
out suppressive and 
preventive control at 
poaching 



•  Hunting in Greece is a very ancient 
human activity, which even now is 
considered as traditional.  

•  More than 240.000 people are active 
hunters in Greece that renew their 
hunting licence every year.  

•  In the ancient years hunting was 
combined with young education and 
with the fulfilment of basic needs, like 
food, clothes, tools and others.  



Hunting Associations in Greece have created 
a Game-warden Body for illegal hunting 
control and wildlife protection.  

These Game-wardens have fully interrogative 
rights for the control of hunters and they file 
criminal charges, in any case they justify an 
infringement of the Hunting Law (Law 86/69). 



Game-warden cost (salaries, 
vehicles and other equipment, 
operational cost) is totally 
and only covered by the 
voluntary payment of the 
Greek hunters, through their 
hunting associations.  

Total cost per year: More than 
8.000.000 Euros 

ONLY THE HUNTERS PAY 



Hunting Organizations created the Body of 
Game-Warden as a supplementary aid to 
the public Forest Service. 

Finally this initiative is now the basic effort 
for controlling and surveillance illegal actions 
against wildlife protection. 

The fact that the cost of this effort is only 
covered by the hunters, is a very positive 
activation of a group of stakeholders, in 
order to secure their activity and strengthen 
the wildlife protection, as well as to 
strengthen law enforcement .  



Training of game-warden 

- For wildlife legislation 
- Law treatment 
- Wildlife management 
-  

Participation in 
- habitat improvement and in wildlife 
protection measures 
- Monitoring, population counting's 
- Public Health programs  



More than 
5.000 Prosecutions 

More than 
300.000 Controls 

More than 
17 million 
kilometers  

Patrol 

HFMT Gamewarden 2000 - 2014 



Hunting Federation Macedonia-Thrace  
Game-warden 2000 - 2014 
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Controls per prosecution 

Quite strong 
negative linear 

correlation 

Pearson 
correlation 

coefficient  r = -0,6  



Preventive work 

Bigger Proactive – preventing means: no damage for wildlife.  
More opportunities for changing behavior  



Total appearance in Greece 
From 2000  2013:   

 1.245.000 controls 

more than  
20,000 prosecutions  

That means  that less of 2 % of controls is combined with 
the ascertainment of infringement. 

In every case illegal hunter is led to a Justice process. 



It must be mentioned that there is a significant positive influence 
as to decrease hunting out of the hunting season. 

when the Game-warden was created by the Hunting Associations, 
The percentage of this illegal activity  

in the year 2000       was 23,37%,  

and in the years   2008 was 6,65 % 
  2009 was 3,85% 
               2010 was 7,31 % 

Concerning Hunting without hunting license 

in the year 2000 was 30,12 % 

And in the years   2008 was 9,48 % 
  2009 was 7,13 % 
  2010 was 11,81 % 

? Due to economical crisis? 



CONCLUSIONS 
•  It is obvious that the creation of Game-Warden of the Greek 

Hunting Associations is an important work for wildlife 
protection 

•  Law enforcement is strengthened, as less people hunt out of 
hunting season and less people hunt without hunting license. 

•  Law enforcement is strengthened as more controls are taking 
place in the hunting areas 

•  The benefits from the game-warden operation will aid to 
undertake actions and initiatives for improving enforcement 
about hunting legislative framework and applying proper 
communications campaigns for the information of the 
hunters. 



Thank 
you 


