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Natural Climate Buffers study tour
Ireland, 27 - 29 September 2021

Programme

Sunday 26 September

Participants travel to the town of Abbeyleix, County Laois in the Republic of Ireland and book into the Abbeyleix Manor 
Hotel.

19:30 Welcoming get-together 

Venue

Abbeyleix town will serve as a hub for the study tour, with accommodation next to the Abbeyleix Bog. The organisers 
have block-booked rooms at the hotel and will assign rooms to participants. 

The Abbeyleix Manor Hotel  info@abbeyleixmanorhotel.com
Cork Road    T: +353 57 873 0111
Abbeyleix, Co. Laois
R32 VE24 Ireland

How to get there?

Option 1 - Public transport options from Dublin Airport
It is rather complex to travel to the venue by use of public transport. The organisers therefore recommend you to make 
use of one of the following bus services, which bring you to Portlaoise in about 2 hours: 

JJ Kavanagh & Sons, Route 735, Zone 16, Dublin Airport Coach Terminal - Timetable
Dublin Coach, Route 726, Zone 16, Dublin Airport Coach Terminal - Timetable

The bus stop in Portlaoise is the Portlaoise Shopping Centre. From there you can take bus line 831 to Abbeyleix. 
Because this bus line is not very frequent, the organisers envisage arranging a mini shuttle service for participants 
from Portlaoise to Abbeyleix depending on arrival times.

Option 2 - Shuttle bus service from Dublin Airport
The organisers will arrange a limited shuttle bus service from Dublin Airport to The Abbeyleix Manor Hotel in 
Abbeyleix. Times will depend on arrival times, but are expected to be in the (late) afternoon.

  Practical information

https://bit.ly/3wgojgq
https://bit.ly/3dKBqzM


Natural Climate Buffers study tour
Ireland, 27 - 29 September 2021

Programme

  Day 1 - Monday 27 September

Cabragh Wetlands as a community-led wetlands project, followed by Scohaboy Bog with multiple landowners and 
stakeholder involvement and previously benefitted from a LIFE project removing planted conifer woodlands.

Cabragh Wetlands                 Scohaboy Bog

08:00  Participants travelling by bus gather outside the Abbeyleix Manor Hotel
08:15  Bus departs with participants to Cabragh Wetlands near Thurles, County Tipperary
09:15  Arrival at Cabragh Wetlands and welcoming refreshments
09:30  Site visit 
12:00  Departure from Cabragh Wetlands to Scohaboy Bog, Cloughjordan, County Tipperary
13:15  Arrival at Scohaboy Bog site and light lunch served
14:00  Site visit
17:00  Departure from the village of Cloughjordan
18:00  Arrival at Abbeyleix Manor Hotel
19:00  Evening meal and social activities

  Day 2 - Tuesday 28 September

Clara Bog (see also front cover) - a current LIFE restoration project - and Abbeyleix Bog Project. The latter is a 
community-led project conserving peatland and other supportive natural habitats.

Clara Bog                   Abbeyleix Bog
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Programme

The organisation of the Natural Climate Buffers study tour is financially supported by the European Union. The sole 
responsibility lies with the author - the Agency is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information 
contained in this programme.

08:00  Participants travelling by bus gather outside the Abbeyleix Manor Hotel
08:15  Bus departs with participants to Clara Bog outside Clara, County Offaly
09:30  Arrival at Clara Bog Visitor Centre for comfort break
10:00  Site visit
12:30  Departure from Clara Bog to return to Abbeyleix
13:45  Arrival Abbeyleix Manor Hotel for a light lunch
14:30  Site visit Abbeyleix Bog Project
19:00  Evening meal and social activities
  

  Day 3 - Wednesday 29 September

09:00  Workshop registration & refreshments
09:30  NCBST Welcome & Workshop including reflections on the study tour and a facilitated group session “Breaking  
 the Cycle: From Recommendations to Action’
12:30  Light lunch and networking
13:30 Departure of participants

One or two mini buses will be made available to transport participants directly to Dublin Airport from Abbeyleix Manor 
Hotel.

Eurosite - the European Land Conservation Network - is a unique organisation. We provide networking, capacity 
building, training, information, advocacy, and awareness raising services for conservation practitioners all over 
Europe. Our members and partners are organisations and individuals working on and caring for land and nature 
conservation in governmental and civic society organisations, within and outside the EU. They work across a broad 
range of topics and geographic levels, but always with a keen interest in practical aspects of day-to-day natural site 
management, restoration and conservation as well as the implementation of nature conservation policies, both inside 
and outside protected areas. 

The Eurosite Wetlands and Climate Change working group

The Wetlands and Climate Change Working Group (WCC WG) is one of various working groups functioning under the 
auspices of Eurosite. In 2018, the first Natural Climate Buffers Study Tour (NCBST) was organised by Dutch member 
Natuurmonumenten with the support of the Natural Climate Buffers Coalition. It inspired the WCC WG to promote 
the concept of natural climate buffers across Europe. They subsequently published a leaflet Defining Natural Climate 
Buffers. In 2019, a second study tour took place in Scotland, organised by Nature.Scot and partners. Following this, 
the working group decided to develop factsheets to promote the natural climate buffers concept, describing issues and 
key challenges, but also outcomes & benefits and lessons learnt based on sites managed by members organisations. 
The first factsheets were developed in 2020 based on 2 sites in the Netherlands: De Onlanden and the Regge 
River. The third factsheet was published in the summer of 2021 based on Roudsea Wood and Mosses in the United 
Kingdom.

The Community Wetlands Forum joined the WCC WG during 2020 and will host the 2021 study tour in Ireland, with 
an emphasis on multi-stakeholder collaboration, the role of community engagement, as well as lessons regarding 
restoration of peatland and support habitats.

  Context

https://www.eurosite.org/wp-content/uploads/EUROSITE-NCB-leaflet-v04-A4.pdf
https://www.eurosite.org/wp-content/uploads/EUROSITE-NCB-leaflet-v04-A4.pdf
https://www.eurosite.org/wp-content/uploads/Factsheet_De-Onlanden-2020-design.pdf
https://www.eurosite.org/wp-content/uploads/Factsheet_Regge-2020-design.pdf
https://www.eurosite.org/wp-content/uploads/Factsheet_Regge-2020-design.pdf
https://www.eurosite.org/wp-content/uploads/Factsheet_Roudsea-Wood-and-Mosses-FINAL.pdf

