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On day 2: a field trip to the Zwin Nature Centre in Knokke-Heist. 

Introduction:

Under the umbrella of the Interreg IVa-project ‘Natura People’, four Natura 2000 sites - Minsmere in the United Kingdom 
(RSPB); Zwin Nature Reserve in Belgium (Province of West-Flanders); Waterdunen in the Netherlands (Province of 
Zeeland et al.) and Grevelingen in the Netherlands (Natuur en Recreatieschap de Grevelingen) - have been working 
together to share knowledge on people engagement techniques in order to improve the visitor experience and to raise 
awareness of the importance and transnationality of Natura 2000 sites. This workshop aims to bring together participants 
from all over Europe to promote their own experiences and learn about other techniques of interest and use through a 
series of case study presentations, workshops, live demos and field trips.

Programme description

Day 1: Engaging people - a series of presentations, 
workshops and opportunities to share case studies of 
successful public engagement and communication in 
Natura 2000 sites. Themes include: using ecosystem 
services to validate Natura 2000 sites, the economic value 
of Natura 2000 sites and Natura 2000 branding analysis.

Day 2: A series of live demos, participative workshops 
and commercial presentations demonstrating how to use 
people engagement techniques and educational tools in 
your Natura 2000 site. Field trip to the Zwin Nature 
Reserve in Knokke-Heist, Belgium.

The Zwin Nature Reserve

The Zwin is a nature reserve at the North Sea coast, on the Belgian-Dutch border. It consists of the entrance area of a 
former tidal inlet that was originally formed by a storm that broke through the Flemish coast in 1134, creating a channel
that reached some 15 km inland. The new waterway offered access from the sea to the inland city of Bruges, which 
consequently rose to become one of the foremost medieval port cities of Europe. However, from the late 13th century 
onwards, the channel was affected by progressive silting, which ultimately caused the waterway to become unusable and 
cut off the harbour of Bruges from the sea. The present-day nature reserve was founded in 1952, and the intertidal area is
notable for its mudflats, salt marshes and coastal dunes. I t has an area of 1.25 square kilometres in Knokke-Heist, 
Belgium and 0.33 square kilometres in Sluis, the Netherlands. It is famous for its large variety in salt-resistant flora, such 
as Sea lavender. It is also popular with bird watchers who come to view avocet, redshank, oystercatcher and little white 
egret, and it is one of the few places in Belgium with a population of white storks.
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08:30 - 09:00 Registration in Auditorium 2

09:00 - 09:30 Welcome to Bruges & introduction to the workshop - Auditorium 2

  - Short welcome by Guido Decorte, delegate of the Province of West-Flanders
  - Introduction to the workshop, its purpose and planned outcome by Jaume Tormo (Eurosite) 

09:30 - 10:00 Engaging People in a European context - Auditorium 2
  Sylvia Barova, Policy Officer for Nature Conservation at DG ENV (European Commission)

10:00 - 12:00 4 presentations (20 minutes each and time for questions) - Auditorium 2

  Presentation 1
  Ecosystem Services: practical usability in validating N2000 sites 
  Katrien Van der Biest (replacing Prof. Patrick Meire) from Universiteit Antwerpen (UA), Belgium

  Presentation 2
  Economic Validation - presentation of the model developed in the Natura People project   
  Keynote speaker: Paul Morling from the RSPB, United Kingdom

  The presentation discusses practical approaches to using economic arguments in support of nature    
  conservation.
  

  Presentation 3
  Waterdunen
  Jaap Verherbrugge, active entrepreneur in the region and a member of the working group    
  ‘Waterdunen-Groede’, The Netherlands

  Presentation 4
  People Engagement Approaches and Techniques - an overview of methods used across Europe
  Irene Bouwma & Dana Kamphorst, Alterra - Wageningen UR, The Netherlands

  The presentation describes the different reasons for stakeholder involvement and recent trends in this field.  
  In order to illustrate the different participatory approaches and techniques used, 6 examples from all over   
  Europe will be presented to show the diversity in this field. The case examples are the Mosaic project (UK),  
  the OERRR campaign (Netherlands), BurrenLife (Ireland), Lile Vilemose (Denmark), Hortobágy National  
  Park (Hungary) and Partner-Initiativen (Germany).

12:00 - 13:30 Lunch & networking in the Foyer    

Wednesday 2 April 2014
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13:30 - 14:00 Presentation 5 - Auditorium 2
  RSPB - Minsmere: Engaging with families and educational groups
  Sarah Wood from the RSPB, United Kingdom

14:00 - 15:30 A choice of 3 workshops

  Workshop 1: Ecosystem Services - Auditorium 3
  Katrien Van der Biest (replacing Prof. Patrick Meire) from Universiteit Antwerpen (UA), Belgium
  

  Workshop 2: Economic Validation - Auditorium 1
  Paul Morling from the RSPB, United Kingdom

  Assessing the economic impact of nature based tourism – have a go yourself.

  Workshop 3: Adding value to local products from Natura 2000 sites; communicating the benefits  
  provided by Natura 2000 - Auditorium 2
  Jaume Tormo from Eurosite, The Netherlands
  
  Products from Natura 2000 sites have an added value, because they have been produced in a protected area.  
  At the same time, they act as ambassadors of the Natura 2000 areas showing that nature conservation is   
  not contrary to economic development. We will discuss which issues need to be taken into account when selling  
  Natura 2000 products.

  Including: 
  “Project ALPA (SI-AT 2007-2013): Helping locals at the Pohorje Natura 2000 site & alpine pasture to   
  develop attractive products to improve their economy and to build networks”, Mirjam Dular from the  
  Institute of the Republic of Slovenia for Nature Conservation

15:30 - 15:45 Coffee / Tea break in the Foyer

15:45 - 16:45 Plenary session – recapitulation of workshops - Auditorium 2

16:45 - 17:45 Soap box – a variety of 5 minutes presentations - Auditorium 2

  Natura 2000 in Italy: promoting communications between farmers and public administrations
  Oliviero Spinelli, Comunità Ambiente

  Odra Delta Nature Park - Natura 2000 Destination
  Kazimierz Rabski & Malgorzata Torbé, Society for the Coast (EUCC-Poland)
  
  

Wednesday 2 April 2014
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  The start of a new era at the Zwin : building a new visitor centre
  Kris Struyf, Provincie West-Vlaanderen

  LandLife: boosting Land Stewardship in Europe
  Pilar Rodríguez, Xarxa de Custòdia del Territori, xct  

  Playing in and with nature in Waterdunen
  Lies Dekker, Provincie Zeeland
  
  Biodiverse me: local biodiversity action planning
  Aysegul Cil, ECNC
      

17:45 - 19:30 EuroCocktail + networking time in the Foyer 
  
  Participants are warmly invited to bring along something to eat or drink, which typifies their part of  
  Europe - to share with the other participants.
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08:30 - 09:00 Registration in the Foyer

09:00 - 10:00 Transport by coach to the Zwin Nature Reserve
  

10:00 - 13:00 People engagement techniques: a mix of workshops and presentations on how to transmit your  
  message to visitors with a possibility to experience them in the field, live demos, etc., part 1 and 2:
  
  The participants are divided into 3 groups, each guided by a Zwin responsible, and will experience  
  different tools. The groups will visit the Zwin estuary, the Zwin container class or the Zwin dunes   
  and polders respectively and sequentially (1.5 hrs per area). Each group visits two locations   
  before lunch and one location after lunch. Presentations / experience of educational modules can be  
  inside (container class) or outside (Zwin Estuary, Zwin dunes and polders). 

  Educational tools developed by workshop participants, include: 

  o   Zwin Nature Centre: geocaching, voting system, Walkie-talkies, MoLAB, Zwin mobile   
       infopoint, enhanced guiding (W-Vl)
  o    Natura People partners: 3D model Grevelingen
  o  Alterra Wageningen: Natura 2000 app & Nature in the Nederlands app
  o   Crossbill Guides Foundation: Ecosim, an advanced 3D nature management and conservation  
   simulation
   

13:00 - 14:00 Lunch (in the open air, partially covered)

14:00 - 15:30  People engagement techniques, part 3

15:30 - 16:00 Round-up and au revoir (arrival @ Bruges around 17:00)

Thursday 3 April 2014
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Keep up to date about the Natura People project:

Natura People project website:       http://www.naturapeople.eu

Project partners

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) (UK)   http://www.rspb.org.uk

Province of West Flanders (Belgium)     http://www.west-vlaanderen.be

Province of Zeeland (The Netherlands)     http://www.waterdunen.com

Natuur- en Recreatieschap de Grevelingen, (the Netherlands)  http://www.toekomstgrevelingen.nl

European Funding

Natura People is part-financed by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) through the INTERREG IVA 
2Mers Seas Zeeën Crossborder Programme 2007-2013. The Programme promotes crossborder cooperation between the 
coastal regions of 4 Member States: France (Nord-Pas de Calais), England (South West, South East, East), Belgium 
(Flanders) and the Netherlands (South coastal area).

INTERREG IVA 2 Mers Seas Zeeën Programme website  http://www.interreg4a-2mers.eu/en
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For more information and updates, please visit the Eurosite website:
Natura People workshop 2014

The network of organisations managing Europe’s natural heritage  -  Le réseau des organismes pour la gestion du patrimoine naturel européen
Eurosite : Postbus 90154, 5000 LG Tilburg, The Netherlands ; Tel. +31 (0) 13 59 44 400 @  info@eurosite.org   internet:  www.eurosite.org

Keep up to date about Eurosite:

Register for Eurosite’s e-news on:   http://www.eurosite.org/en-UK/news

Come and join us at our network events:   http://www.eurosite.org/en-UK/workshops_events/calendar

Join our LinkedIn group:   http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Eurosite-4100466/about

Become our friend on facebook:   http://www.facebook.com/pages/Eurosite/126009647428599

Follow us on Twitter!    http://twitter.com/#!/eurosite

http://www.eurosite.org/en-UK/content/natura-people-workshop-%E2%80%93-increasing-engagement-people-and-local-economies-natura-2000
mailto:info%40eurosite.org?subject=
http://www.eurosite.org

