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Different types of private land 

stewardship

Private land stewardship for conservation can encompass a range of 

management policies and practice, from the purely voluntary 

decision to conserve biodiversity on a piece of land to full protected 

area management under national conservation legislation
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‘The IUCN Categories’

Three distinct elements

1. The definition of a protected 

area

A clearly defined geographical space, 

recognised, dedicated and managed, 

through legal or other effective means, to 

achieve the long-term conservation of 

nature with associated ecosystem services 

and cultural values

2. Six management categories

3. Four governance types

Skomer Island, Wales

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PAG-021.pdf







The diversity of 

protection

Skomer Island, Wales

 Currently well over 200,00 protected 

areas on the World Database on 

Protected Areas (WDPA)*

* https://www.protectedplanet.net/c/monthly-updates/2018/april-2018-update-of-the-wdpa



Private governance on 

the WDPA

PPA, Yorkshire Dales, England

Only about 15,000 PPAs areas listed 

on the WDPA

A known ‘unknown’ – a rapid survey 

by IUCN came up with nearly 25,000 

areas in a few selected countries…

Why this under-reporting?

1. Confusion over definitions

2. Lack of processes for reporting 

sites nationally and internationally

3. Not all countries have developed 

PPAs

Cempedak Island PPA, Indonesia



IUCN’s 

World Commission on Protected Areas

In 2012, WCPA’s Specialist Group on Privately Protected Areas and 

Nature Stewardship started a project to better understand private 

governance



Providing clarity

 Launched at the World Parks Congress 

in Australia in 2014 ‘The Futures of 

Privately Protected Areas’ provided 

technical guidance from IUCN

Eliezer Batista Private Reserve. Corumbá, MS, 

Brazil
PRNHs Parque das Neblinas, 

photo: Ecofuturo Institute

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PATRS-001.pdf 

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PATRS-001-Es.pdf



What’s in a name?

 Research for the report found at 

least 50 different formats of names 

and definitions related to private 

governance

 Privately Protected Areas or 

PPAs

Kasaguadua PPA, Colombia



Private governance



Defining a PPA?

A privately protected area is a 

protected area, as defined by IUCN, 

under private governance:

A clearly defined geographical 

space, recognised, dedicated and 

managed, through legal or other 

effective means, to achieve the 

long-term conservation of nature 

with associated ecosystem 

services and cultural values

El Uno Ranch PPA



Definition guidance

The PPA Futures report provides 

guidance on each element of the 

definition…

Two particularly important issues:

A clearly defined geographical space, 

recognised, dedicated and managed, 

through legal or other effective 

means, to achieve the long-term

conservation of nature with associated 

ecosystem services and cultural values

Kapama Private Game 

Reserv, South Africa



Legal or 
other effective means

 Area is legally designated and 

managed in accordance with the 

IUCN definition and associated 

principles

OR

 Area is managed in accordance 

with the IUCN definition and 

associated principles, and, though 

not legally mandated, is 

recognized as a PPA

Eliezer Batista Private Reserve. Corumbá, MS, 

Brazil

Altos de Cantillana, Chile: M.Mayorga 2013



Long-term

Focus should be put on demonstrating 

long-term intent towards 

conservation. 

 Long-term in this context should be 

at least 25 years, though the intent 

should be conservation ‘in 

perpetuity’

 Safeguards should be put in place to 

ensure conservation objectives 

persist even if ownership changes

Eliezer Batista Private Reserve. Corumbá, MS, 

Brazil
PPA, South Africa



A global mandate

PPA, Yorkshire Dales, England



Other possible PPAs 

in Europe

 Belgium: ? sites

 Finland: 10,000+ sites

 Germany: 750+ sites

 Portugal: 1 sites

 Slovakia: 2 sites

 Slovenia: ? sites

 Spain: 1,300+ sites

 UK: 4,000+ sites

These may or may not fit the IUCN 

definition of a PA and thus be PPAs 

Skomer Island, Wales



Add Europe maps and stats here



Why are PPAs important

PPAs can a be rapid flexible responses to 

conservation crisis and opportunity in Europe – and 

beyond:

 Public support and involvement in conservation

 Connectivity between areas

 Private land often in areas important for conservation

 Restoration

 Opportunity to expand protected area networks

PPA , Finland



The National Trusts Farne Island, UK

Privately 

Protected Areas 

in Europe



Coverage of PPAs 

on the WDPA

As of 2017:

 PPAs in the WDPA cover 6.25% of 

the total number of protected areas

 In total PPAs cover 161,634 km2

 Contributing 0.42% of the total 

global coverage of protected areas 

 But representation in only from 25 

countries and territories 

 And only one country in Europe

Somerset Levels, UK



Add Europe maps and stats here
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Lack of reporting

 In the past WDPA was based solely 

on government reporting

 80% of records on the WDPA are 

for protected areas under the 

governance of government agencies 

 PPAs in the WDPA are not always 

readily identifiable because their 

governance type has not been 

reported, or has been misreported 

 New WDPA protocols in place to 

help address under reporting



Data in Europe

WDPA data for European countries is 

updated collectively through 

submission of the Common Database 

on Designated Areas (CDDA) supplied 

by the EEA. However….

 The CDDA does not collect information on 

governance type. 

 All sites are automatically assigned 'Federal 

or national ministry or agency' 

 UNEP WCMC recently identified all sites 

that appeared to be PPAs based on their 

designation and contacted relevant 

governments to ask if governance type 

should be changed – little response as yet. 



 We know PPAs are under reported 

internationally

 The IUCN WCPA PPA Specialist 

Group worked with the managers of 

the world database on protected 

areas (UNEP WCMC) to develop 

new reporting process so other 

sources other than governments can 

report on PPAs

Reporting solutions

http://parksjournal.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/PARKS-23.1-Bingham-et-al-10.2305IUCN.CH_.2017.PARKS-23-1HB.en_.pdf



Resolving the lack of 

reporting in the UK

Since 2010 IUCN National Committee 

for the UK has been trying to update 

and provide more accurate data on the 

WDPA for PAs in UK. In particular:

 some designations added others 

identified as ‘non-compliant’

 data on governance types added

 PPAs added

 wider range of management 

categories identified

Data approved by WCPA and now also 

by the main UK data provider


