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Lindisfarne NNR 

Located on the north east 
coast of England 

Blue is the SPA boundary 
Gold is the SAC boundary 



Lindisfarne designations 

•  National Nature Reserve 
•  SSSI 
•  Ramsar site 
•  SPA –  

–  breeding little tern 
–  ringed plover (on passage) 
–  wintering bar-tailed godwit, golden plover, whooper swan, grey 

plover, greylag goose, knot,  pale bellied brent, wigeon  
–  Also assembled of over 20,000 waterfowl (c.50,000) 

•  SAC 
–  Part of Berwickshire and North Northumberland Coast SAC.  

Clean sandflats, eelgrass, mussels, sand eels… 



Waterfowl harvesting 

•  Gathering of waterfowl  
before records began 

•  Use of firearms was an 
extension of this 
harvesting 

•  Through the early 1900s shooting at Lindisfarne was open 
to all but many wildfowlers were members of clubs.  Clubs 
could represent themselves effectively and regulate their 
hunting activities 



The start of designation 

•  BASC’s founding organisation WAGBI and the clubs instigated 
discussions with the Nature Conservancy and local bird watching 
groups to better manage the site and the wildfowling taking place 

•  1964 the site was declared a NNR and the wildfowling was 
controlled by a permit scheme 

•  At the outset this was partnership between local hunters, 
government and involved local bird watching groups 

•  During the 1980’s wardens were recruited through BASC to assist 
and monitor wildfowlers and to assess the wildlife. This was 
subsidised by income from a charge for wildfowling permits 

•  Also donations from wildfowlers through the Wildlife Habitat Trust 
paid for the control of spartina on the site 



Changing times 

•  From 1964 the entire Lindisfarne basin was available for shooting 
under the permit scheme 

•  During the 1960s and 1970s upwards of 40,000 wigeon used the 
site along with 1,000 wildfowlers in the permit scheme 

•  During the late 1980’s wigeon numbers started to decline, as had 
the number of wildfowlers 

•  In 1992 the site was designated an SPA. But by the late 1990s the 
wigeon numbers were below that to be internationally important 

•  As part of a site wide review it was felt that the shooting 
arrangements should also be assessed   



The refuge experiment 

The experiment had two principal 
objectives: 

1.  To see if reducing the area 
available for shooting 
increased the number of birds 
(principally wigeon) using the 
site 

2.  To maintain or improve the 
quality of wildfowling for 
hunters in the permit scheme 



•  The discussion and 
decision to decide the 
additional non-
shooting areas tested 
relationships 

•  The south end was 
selected, which 
effectively reduced 
the available shooting 
area by 50%  

•  It also was the area 
with least impacts 
from other 
recreational users at 
the time 





Issues 

•  Changing habitats both at Lindisfarne and inland 
–  Site changing from mud to sand has reduced eel grass resource at Lindisfarne 
–  Increased inland waters, gravel pits, winter flooding, flight ponds 

•  Impact of climate change and short stopping? 

•  These factors are likely to be affecting the number of birds using Lindisfarne 
and their distribution in the local area.  Wildfowling levels have been stable 
over the last 15 years (about 150-180 people taking permits) 

•  No other recreational group are so closely regulated or assessed as 
wildfowlers.  Arguably no other group contributes more to the conservation of 
the birds and habitats.   

•  The sustainability of wildfowling is tested in combination with these other 
factors even though the number of hunters using the site has declined/
stabilised.  However, we do have sustainable wildfowling on the site 



h"p://basc.org.uk/blog/key-‐issues/basc-‐white-‐paper-‐favourable-‐conserva:on-‐status/	  



Thoughts for the future 

•  The Habitats and Birds Directives require the consideration of 
social, economic and cultural requirements when designating 
and managing Natura2000 sites along side their biodiversity 
value 

•  We recommend that most appropriate way to do that today is 
using ecosystem services  

•  If DG Environment’s fitness check of legislation deems the 
Birds and Habitats Directive needs updating then this is one 
area worthy of review 


